FOR THE CLARETIAN UNIVERSAL MISSION DAY - 2006


Once again, this year we are to celebrate “The Claretian Universal Mission Day”.  “I will give you what I have” are the words from the Acts of the Apostles that invite us to put ourselves in the solidarity perspective that this celebration is trying to promote. To open our eyes and hearts to the situation of our world makes to grow within us the desire for change that bring us to share. We see many unjust situations, shocking differences that prevent many people to live with dignity; there are too many persons waiting for a gesture or a word of solidarity that could open horizons of hope to their lives. We know that the Word of God, and the good deeds inspired by it, can give a response to these situations. The missionary activity wants to be an instrument for change. A change that wakes up in the heart of each person the thirst for truth and justice, and for a commitment to live up to its demands. A real change is possible; a change that brings our world closer to the ideals of a universal brotherhood that is the Reign of God.

[image: image1.jpg]



The Claretian Universal Mission Day tries to help us to be aware of this universal solidarity. There are Claretian missionary priests and brothers, Claretian missionary sisters and lay missionaries as well, who are offering their lives –months, years, their whole life- so that the Reign of God becomes true in the concrete situations in which they work. It is good to remember them and to make us close to them. Their testimony helps us to keep alive the missionary dimension of our lives and open to this solidarity which we all dream of. 


Claretian Universal Mission Day gives us the opportunity to know better our missions and offers us concrete ways to collaborate. Our expression of solidarity can reach many communities all over the world: it can be transformed into an opportunity for education for children and the youth; or into an opportunity to provide health for those deprived of this fundamental right; or into the construction of a water system to improve the life conditions in some rural communities; or into an occasion for better formation and training of many catechists and leaders who will be able to help others; or into a much needed formation of missionaries, who with their work will carry out all these solidarity projects and many more things. 


We want to share the situation of peoples with whom we work, and the different undertakings of the missionaries. We know this sharing will find echo in our hearts and become a force of transformation for our lives and for our society. There are many mission areas without enough resources to continue the commitments made, and cannot respond adequately to the challenges of every day life. They really need the solidarity of others. 


The Claretian Universal Mission Day invites us to thank many of our brothers and sisters for their generous dedication to the most poor and excluded, and to join them, with whatever we have, in their fraternal expression of solidarity.

Rome, August 8, 2006   
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Josep M. Abella, cmf.

General Superior

