MISSIONARIES IN CUBA

2 ARTICLE

BORN TO EVENGELIZE IN CUBA

Animated by the spirit of Claret, we want to persist in
cultivating a spirituality centered on the Word of God that must be read
while meditating on the real life circumstances of this historical
moment in our lives. Also, we want to build a community that is
committed to the spread of the Gospel, a missionary community.
Responding to the invitation of our Bishops, the course we have
introduced is part of the three-year preparations for the Jubilee
celebration of the 400 year anniversary of the discovery of the image
of Our Lady of the Charity of the Cobre, the patroness of Cuba.

From our own perspective, all the Claretians of Cuba want to
find answers to the many challenges we are presented with as
missionaries. We include in that prerogative the Church and its entire
people in one communion.

In Cuba we are at present in:
HAVANA, SANTIAGO OF CUBA, and GUANTANAMO

HAVANA:

In HAVANA, several group activities have developed in our
Sanctuary: A child-centered catechesis course has begun, in which
the children learn to know and love God through the wonderful world
around us and also by studying the Bible. From the Bible, they also
begin to know Jesus, about whom they will soon discover more and
learn to follow Him. After two years of summer camps, there is a
noticeable increase in attendance. Sunday after Sunday, more than 70
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children attend the sessions faithfully. Included as part of the course
are visits to the homes of these children. We always take with us, as a
gift, an image of the Virgin of the Charity of Cobre. After prayers with
the family, we invite them to make a little shrine around the image, so
that others can be inspired as they pray, while looking at her loving,
maternal image.

As well as working with the children, on Sundays we have
sessions for adolescents. Like the catechesis course, thanks to the
popularity of the summer camps, attendance is both faithful and
numerous.

However, not only children and adolescents have their
activities, for there are also groups of young and old people who we
call the Claret Group. These try to grow in their faith by being an
experimental force in their community as they discover the urgency of
our evangelizing mission. Their lively Friday morning meetings are
organized by the lay Claretians. In spite of their age, they are all full of
vitality. Many of the Claret Group participate in activities to foster the
movement made up of people with physical disabilities, thus trying to
make an effort to be like missionaries themselves and witnesses to the
love of God.

SANTIAGO OF CUBA:

In SANTIAGO OF CUBA we are finding answers in the
announcement of the Gospel by:

The Catechesis: a means of doctrinal and spiritual hope and inspiration for
Cuban towns.

Missionary Activities: proclaiming the Good News, house by house.
The Young People: the hope for the Church and the Country.

The Family: richly humanitarian schools from where lessons of the
Gospel will radiate.

The Lay People: by whose Christian spirit the Word of God will spread.
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The Human Promotion: a commitment of faith with the most needy in
the Parish.

THE FOUNDATION OF SMALL COMMUNITIES The second Eastern
front. Since the preparations for the visit to Cuba of Pope John Paul
11, the Messenger of Truth and Hope, missionary activities in all the
provinces have developed. As a result of this, Missionaries in the
Parishes now take their initiative from this new animation in the
Second Front. Once they have finished their missions, these
Missionaries showed their true qualities by continuing their missionary
work in new places, taking their evangelical projects to mountainous
territory.

DIALOGUE WITH THE WORLD OF ART AND CULTURE: Since the
creation of the Cultural Centre and the missionary animation of St.
Antonio Maria Claret in Santiago of Cuba.

More than 150 years ago, after undergoing the attack in
Holguin, which he himself would describe as a martyrs grace, Claret
dreamed about the Academy of St. Michael. This institute would
incorporate men of letters, writers, artists and scientists who, with the
force of the Gospel, would contribute to the transformation of society
by means of artistic and cultural creations. We can now say that, from
this initiative, Claret moved forward in a dialogue of culture and faith
that has been left for us to continue.

150 years later, the Claretian community by its missions, still
leads to the opening of doors in all spheres, culture being only one in
a vast range of manifestations. To this present time, our Church still
has the commitment to work strongly with the laity. It is a Church that
cannot avoid its assignment of growing amidst the masses, sometimes
starting from nothing and always from a non-proselytizing base.

Like a realization of Claret's dreams, the Cultural Centre has
flourished and with missionary animation has brought a desire for
dialogue with culture, which has found a route to update our Claretian
charisma: “The Church has a necessity for Art. But Art also needs the
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Church" and " the artist always looks for the recondite sense of things
and is anxious to be able to express the world of the indescribable
thing” {Letter of Pope John Paul 11 to artists}

GUANTANAMO:

In GUANTANAMO, the poorest province of the country, we
are at present in the Parish of The Miraculous One.

Our Parish activities are centered on:
Preparations and formation for the Sacraments.
Solidarity with the poor.

The work with small communities.

The Youth Ministry and the Catechesis.

The people of Antilles witnessed the missionary journeys of
Claret on this earth, specifically on the Island of Cuba, and no greater
testimony could be given to our missionary presence than this reality;
this challenges us to carry on our mission in the best possible way.
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Community Celebration for the
“CLARETIAN MISSION DAY - 2009”

Setting
A room or chapel where the following elements can be arranged :

e Bible

o Picture of Claret

o Image of the Virgin Mary

o Map of America with the Antilles highlighted, especially the territory
of Cuba

Several lighted candles of different colours.

e These candles can depict the four countries of the Antilles, each
one with its cultural, religious and social differences. They could
otherwise show the cultural diversity of the missionaries who have
come to work on these islands from nine nationalities : Spain,
Poland, Argentina, Colombia, Nigeria, Puerto Rico, Cuba,
Dominican Republic and Haiti.

o  Flowers of many colours

e Background music to create a prayerful atmosphere

Entrance: A suitable missionary hymn

Procession. while the entrance hymn is being sung, the leader will
proceed towards the front carrying the Bible above his head. The
leader will then kiss the Bible before placing it on the lectern.

Greeting:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Few words to encourage people to participate in the
celebration
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Prayer

We thank you dear God our Father, who created
all things,

for giving us the Image of the Virgin of Cobre,
found here and welcomed with love, and which
now,

as our most important religious symbol,
expresses the profound religious faith of the
Cuban people.

Your Son proclaimed blessed those who hunger and thirst for justice.
Grant that we long for you and fill ourselves with your Holy Word,

so that our lips may proclaim joyfully, singing your praises and
announcing your name to all the people.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Motivation

Jesus, missionary of God the Father, proclaimed the Gospel of God
saying :" The time has come and the Kingdom of God is close at hand.
Repent, and believe the Good News " (Mc 1,15)

All the experiences lived through by the first believers, from the
sadness to the hope, and the mission of the preaching of Jesus Christ,
were all part of the act of faith in the Risen Christ. These same
experiences, we too are living today as the Christian faithful in Cuba :
we are to pass from sadness to hope, to the mission and the
preaching of Jesus Christ. The Christian faith in Cuba is building true
disciples and missionaries.

Let us listen to the Word.
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Reading Lk 24,13-35

13 That same day, two of them were
going to Emmaus, a village seven miles
from Jerusalem, 14 and they talked about
what had happened. 15 While they were
talking and wondering, Jesus came up
and walked with them, 16 but their eyes
were held and they did not recognize him.
17 He asked, "What is this you are talking
about?" The two stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one named
Cleophas answered, "Why, it seems you are the only traveller in
Jerusalem who doesn't know what has happened there these past few
days."

19 And he asked, "What is it?" They replied, "It is about Jesus of
Nazareth. He was a prophet, you know, mighty in word and deed
before God and the people. 20 But the chief priests and our rulers
sentenced him to death. They handed him over to be crucified. 21 We
had hoped that he would redeem Israel. It is now the third day since all
this took place. 22 It is true that some women of our group have
disturbed us. When they went to the tomb at dawn, 23 they did not find
his body; they came to tell us that they had seen a vision of angels
who told them that Jesus was alive. 24 Some friends of our group
went to the tomb and found everything just as the women had said,
but they did not see him."

25 He said to them, "How dull you are, how slow of understanding!
You fail to believe the message of the prophets. 26 Is it not written that
the Christ should suffer all this and then enter his glory?" 27 Then
starting with Moses and going through the prophets, he explained to
them everything in the Scriptures concerning himself.
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28 As they drew near the village they were heading for, Jesus made
as if to go farther. 29 But they prevailed upon him, "Stay with us, for
night comes quickly. The day is now almost over." So he went in to
stay with them. 30 When they were at table, he took the bread, said a
blessing, broke it and gave each a piece. 31 Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him; but he vanished out of their sight.

32 And they said to each other, "Were not our hearts filled with ardent
yearning when he was talking to us on the road and explaining the
Scriptures?" 33 They immediately set out and returned to Jerusalem.
There they found the Eleven and their companions gathered together.
34 They were greeted by these words: "Yes, it is true, the Lord is
risen! He has appeared to Simon!" 35 Then the two told what had
happened on the road and how Jesus made himself known when he
broke bread with them.

Questions for reflection and sharing

1. What happened to the disciples in Emmaus ? Luke 24, 21

2. What opinions were declared by the first Christians ? Mark
14, 27-28

3. What news did the disciples receive in Emmaus ? Luke 24,
22-24

4. What revelations did they receive there ? Luke 24, 25-27

5. With what sign were their eyes opened and they knew Jesus ?

6. Is that why they became disciples and missionaries ?

Commentary

1. MOTIVATION
We also, as missionaries in Cuba, are learning from our people,
who evangelise us as they too are evangelised. If we glance once
more at Saint Antonio Maria Claret of Santiago of Cuba, Patron of
all, including all the Cuban catechists, we discover the first
Apostolic Missionary, who ignited the flame of evangelizing
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missions in this Archdiocese. So, St. Antonio Maria Claret,
conscious of his filial intimacy with God, gradually became aware
of God as father, who sent Jesus into the world.

O God our Father!

Help us to know you, that you may be known ;
to love you, that you may be loved ;

to serve you, that you may be served and to
praise you that you may be praised by all
creation.

Grant, my God and Father,

that all sinners will be converted,

that all the just will persevere in grace

and that all of us will reach eternal glory. Amen

THE SENSE OF FAILURE
Reading from Luke 24,21 : The first experience which the
followers mentioned to Jesus was the feeling of failure. The words
of the disciples in Emmaus are very clear : " we hoped that he
was the liberator of Israel ".

THEN SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY HAPPENED :

The women visit the tomb of Jesus and find it empty. An Angel of
the Lord appears and tells them that their master has risen and
gone before them into Galilee, just as he said he would.

The women run to tell the apostles what has happened. Jesus is
alive ! But they do not believe them, and it is not until they
themselves see the Risen Jesus that they believe his message.
This encounter transforms them from men of failure and fear to
people of hope, and full of desire to announce the Good News to
everyone.

At first, Jesus speaks to them like a stranger. Jesus knows how to
tactfully draw them into conversation about the problems that



worry them. And from that conversation emerges all the reality :
the sadness, the heartbreak, the frustration, the false hope of a
glorious Messiah, the decision of the government and the priests
to condemn Jesus, the cross and the death, the conversation with
the frightened women and their difficulty in believing all the weak
signals of hope. Luke 24, 13-24

EVERYTHING WAS ILLUMINATED!

Jesus is recognised when he breaks the bread. He talks with
them while walking in the calm atmosphere of the evening,
listening to them patiently. Hearing him speak about the
scriptures, they are absorbed and invite him to join them for
supper. So he goes with them and sits at their table taking bread,
as was the custom among Christians, who shared everything.
Luke 24, 28-32

Not only did Jesus teach, but before anything else he made
strong gestures of friendship. And that, indeed, is what
community life is all about, when people ,

try to live like brothers. It is here that we
find the Risen Christ living among us.

N

After these experiences, the disciples of 3
Emmaus feel revived by Jesus. They ¢
forget their fatigue and return to
Jerusalem, where they announce to §
their friends that Jesus is alive, having £+
recognised him as he broke the bread. 7=
Thus they begin their mission.
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Prayers of the faithful

After a moment of silence, the celebrant encourage the participants to

present their petitions to the Lord.

Our RESPONSE to each petition will be : * STAY WITH US LORD '

e Stay with us Lord and accompany us, even though we do not

always recognise you. R

e In our hearts, burn away all our feelings of hopelessness with the

promise of your Passover. R

o When we are weary, comfort us with the breaking of the bread. R
e Let us be your missionaries, announcing to our brothers that you
have revived us by this Mission and made us all witnesses of your

Resurrection. R
e (Other petitions can be added)

Our Father

Concluding Prayer

Lord, may our hands be united

in prayer and mission.

United with you in the hands of the Father,
united to the creative wings of the Spirit,
so that, as missionaries,

we may proclaim the Gospel of Life.

and spread Hope and Peace everywhere.
Make our hands be in solidarity

With You and the poor,

breaking and sharing the bread

of your love and justice

with all people of the World.

Amen

(Pedro Casaldaliga cmf)

Final Song: Hymn to St. Anthony Mary Claret
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