


Claretian Missionaries
Mission Procure

Via Sacro curoe di Maria, 5
00197 Roma



BORN TO EVANGELIZE & CONTEMPLATE
1 IN THE REMOTE ISLANDS: KUNA YALA

ARTICLE

BORN TO EVANGELIZE IN KUNA YALA

The region of Kuna Yala is located in the northeast part of
Panama. It is the most ancient indigenous part of the country,
comprised of one narrow coastal strip nearly 200K long, which
extends from the province of Columbus to the border of Colombia, - a
surface area of 2,357 KM - and also an archipelago made up of 365
coral islands of which, together with 11 mainland towns, 38 are
inhabited.

More important than our amazing geographical position
however, is its context for our mission, which is very much on the
periphery in so far as any centers of political, economic, commercial or
religious activity is concerned. The implications which this remoteness
brings with it include limits to access for such things as mass-media,
health-care, and food etc.

It was on September 19, 1928 when he arrived on the island
of Nargana with Franciscan sisters, that Claretian Missionary, Jose
Barengueras, inaugurated our presence and our mission. So we have
already been here for 80 years, 'sharing the hopes and joys, the
sadness and the anxiety,' of Kuna, one of 7 indigenous towns in
Panama. Along the way, we have learned to value and respect the
Kuna identity. From the beginning, the first Claretians saw the
necessity to learn their language: this was the key, not only to
understanding the people, but also their views of the world, their
personal dreams, their traditions and their celebrations.

Little by little, we have been taking steps to become a
masterful Mother Church, by trying to be both disciples and listeners.
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This has not always been easy because of the distrust and suspicion
which usually accompany this process.

Kuna is a town with its own face and heart, while having an
identity and experience with God that is its very own. The Kunas are a
people with Burba {Spirit} which moves them, encourages them and
burns fiercely within them. The Kunas have their own native religion,
which sinks its roots in the Baba and Nana {Mother God and Father
God} and which marks the lives of the Kuna people, their fight for
survival, their self-determination and their culture.

The General Congress of Kuna Culture is the main
organization for religious expression and exercises its moral
conscience to 'promote religious education, as well as ethical and
social values in the town'.

Our own relationship with them as a Church, a community
with beliefs in the middle of a town of believers, demands that we
open our minds to the actions of God throughout their history. By
engaging in respectful and sincere dialogue with the Kunas about their
religious beliefs, we are promoting ecumenical values towards them
by other Christian churches, instead of marginalizing them.

As a Church, we have to fulfill the agreements of the General
Congress of Kuna Culture by recognizing the importance of their
traditional songs and respecting their religion.

The original inhabitants of America could be described,
historically, as a 'crucified people' in that, because of the prevailing
attitudes of the time, their identities, their religion and their culture
were sentenced to death. Their land, their rivers and their seas were
coveted by the interests of the market, progress, development and
tourism.

The Kuna people fight to preserve their rich traditional culture,
their religion and their own communal life. Nevertheless, they have a
series of social problems such as drug-trafficking, loss of their more



authentic values, growing interest in political parties which divide their
communities, Aids, undernourishment, etc.

These realities, which also exist in other neighboring
indigenous cultures, must be known, shared and dealt with at a social,
cultural and religious level. It is through the national meetings of
indigenous pastorals, which occur every three years that we try to
respond and find solutions to these problems.

The announcement of the Gospel in a Kuna town is not the
exclusive responsibility of the Claretians, for we are only part of a
team consisting of: secular clergy, Franciscan religious missionaries,
laymen and laywomen. As a team, we have drawn up a pastoral
program which includes: Catachetics, Bible study and Liturgy. It has
been far from perfect and not always praiseworthy but it has served to
bring us all together. Thus we have recognized and accepted that the
Kuna people are holding fast to their religion, their culture their
projects and their actions for liberation. Likewise, our team tries to find
a way to accompany these people on their journey to self-
determination by trying to assume and harness the Kuna lifestyle as a
valid and genuine alternative while, in conflicting situations, we define
exactly where we stand.

Therefore, to speak of our mission in Kuna Yala is to speak of
our commitment to work for the causes of its indigenous people. From
' The Root-Cause Of America ', in the words of Pedro Casaldaliga, we
must try ' to live a life completely devoted to finding an 'Earth without
Evils', and immediately build upon it, day after day trusting it in spite of
all the odds, while announcing it with the 'testimony of our own pure
lives'. This makes it a priority for both our community and our world:
the intercultural and interreligious dialogue about where our theology
and pluralist spirituality comes from, and that we embrace a new
missionary spirit centered on 'God in His Kingdom and the Kingdom of
God', and the passion of Jesus, whose following we must urgently
continue.



To speak of our mission in Kuna Yala is to speak of a shared
mission, teamwork and mutual collaboration. To speak of the Claretian
Mission in Kuna Yala is really to share the experience and the
spirituality that is born of her; listening and speaking, disposing of
some things and opening others, judging and seeking. And from that,
as servants of the Word, we see the urgent search for the elements of
the Kingdom already present in the lives, culture and religion of the
Kuna people, with whom we share our lives in the town. From this
comes our task as a church community, which is to assume our
commitment of being instruments and signs of the Kingdom of God.

The challenge to rectify the lack of education continues to be
on our horizons both now and every day. We hope to establish clear
and definite views about the lack of religious education, so that a
native church may be born and grow with its own liturgical expressions
and ministries. This manifestation is our mission; knowing and valuing
the culture, the language, the collective memory and the projection of
the future for the Kuna people.

By being a church, a team and Claretians, we are committed
to adopt the attitude of disciples, who listen humbly to the theology of
the indigenous Kunas find a space for them so that this can be done
freely. We continue our work with the task of creating a Biblical
fraternity that allows an interpretation of the Bible which suits the
culture and the religion of the Kunas.

May we walk, both illuminated and illuminating others, with the
lights of Kuna wisdom around us.

For this to happen, it appears necessary to establish a
concrete point from which we can respond to the problems in
achieving a 'life in harmony' for the Kuna people.

Number 530 of the conclusive document of Aparecida of the V
Conference of the Latin American and The Caribbean Bishops these
actions were recognized:



‘As disciples and missionaries in the service of life, we
accompany the indigenous and original people, the protection of their
own identities and organizations, the defense of their territory, their
bilingual intercultural education and the defense of their rights. We
also commit ourselves to creating a social conscience among society
about the formation of its own values by the social mass-media and
other areas of opinion. From the principles of the Gospel, we support
the denunciation of opposite attitudes to the true life of our original
people.’

All this is present in our mission, the Utopia that makes us go
on, the nucleus of our being, - to act and to be significant. It gives our
mission a horizon, a vanguard, a frontier for all our endeavors, which
demand creativity, radicalism and prophetic intuition.

Edgardo Guzman CMF.



Liturgical Celebration for the
“CLARETIAN MISSION DAY - 2009”

Symbols to be used during the celebration:

e Display a map of the world surrounded by faces
from many lands.

e  Place unlit candles at the four cardinal points.

e Achain, a Bible, a pair of sandals {to be placed on
the map of the world at the appropriate time }

e  Prayers to be recited in common.

INTRODUCTION AND SETTING

Leader: In the name of the Father,...n el nombre del Padre...
Appropriate and well known Song /Hymn
Short Introduction

MEDITATION

Reader 1: The excitement of a religious
experience consists of a dialogue between God
and a human being. In the beginning, God broke
the silence of centuries in our world, by
pronouncing the creative words: Let there be
light ' when there was darkness everywhere
and emptiness covered the earth. {Gn.1,1-3 }

The Reader then ignites the four candles. Silent meditation



Reader 2: Then God created Mankind in his own
image and likeness, his Word telling them to fill the
earth as he said :' Be fruitful and multiply, fill the
earth and subdue it' { Gn.1,28 }

To the wise people of Kuna, others said ;' We men
are made of different clay, we have different
customs, different coloured skin, different faces and our histories are
different.’ But even those of a different clay have only one
Father/Mother. And in spite of our differences, we are all brothers.

{From the Story of Wagibler }

God then blew his vital Breath of Life on the man and the woman, and
planted the seeds of his Word in the human heart, these were
transformed into the fruits of Solidarity, Wisdom, Justice and
Communion. But being human, they broke the bonds with their
Creator by imposing their tyrannical force on the weakest amongst
them. Such proud ambition, as was related in the Bible at the Tower
of Babel, caused division among the people and the confusion of
many languages. (cf. Gn 11,1 ss).

The Reader places the chain on the map of the world.
Silent meditation.

Reader 3: With Jesus of Nazareth and the effusive
words of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, God began
a new dialogue, pronouncing his Word against the
great oppressive power of the human ego. Peter
affirmed this solemnly:' | truly understand that God shows no partiality,
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him." Therefore,' God also pours out the gift of the Holy
Spirit even on the Gentiles,' {Acts10,34-45} to build his Kingdom of




justice, peace and brotherhood. The mission of the Church consists,
therefore, of continuing this dialogue between God and all cultures.

The Reader, removing the chain,
places the Bible in the centre of the map.

Leader: Let us pray together to the Creator of all nations and all
cultures:

Lord of Life,

Open our hearts and minds with your Word.
That all your cultures present here

May announce your Kingdom

And build it with their lives,

By becoming humble witnesses

Of your love and your promises for us all

Help us to listen to your Holy Word,

You are with us in all our distinctions,

With us today, you look on our lives

As we honour our people's history.
Through struggles and suffering,

Your promise calls out

That together, we can build your Kingdom.

Help us to ponder, focus our minds

Engage us in peaceful dialogue,

While we listen to hear the Breath of the Spirit
As it blows in our far-away islands.

Guide us to meet with the Word and fulfil

All the hopes of a thousand-year's wisdom,
To discover new ways to proclaim to our God
In praise for our history in Kuna.

Jesus, you showed the Diciples
How they needed to find God
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As an example of how to follow your steps
To be your witnesses, announcing

That a new world is possible,

More brotherly, more humane,

More inclusive, more just and more peaceful.

Lector 1: Nevertheless, we have to say that sadly, the indigenous
people have been silenced. Their words have been despised or
viewed with suspicion and distrust in various quarters, even to this
present day. Some do not want to read about God's part in their
history, their suffering, their fights for vindication, or their rights to
freedom and self-determination. Let us listen carefully to how
OLONAGDIGINIA, spokesman for the Kuna religion, in 1985 went to
the Missionary Team of Kuna Yala:

Firstly, | would like to speak to the missionaries, male and female, who
are listening to me. You my friends, arrived in Kuna Yala bringing with
you the Bible, knowing the Bible, but not knowing our Bible or knowing
our history. And you have felt it necessary to understand our wisdom,
because only then could you speak with respect if you were only to
cling to the Bible or the teachings of the Church and did not approach
our history, you would be in danger of marginalizing great truths which
are very important to us, thus killing off native life in Kuna. That was
why, when the Catholic faith first came to Kuna Yala not knowing our
culture, our history was trampled on and we were made to believe that
what they brought was the only truth, and that we had nothing. And we
know that there have been many conflicts just as with the history of
the Israelites, they have taught us many things. The people of Israel
did not recognize their Son who had come to speak to them of Peace,
to deliver them from slavery, to help them they killed him by nailing
him to a cross, soon to realize he was the one they had been waiting
for, and from whence he came. We must prevent this happening to our
own history, because it is being killed by pure ignorance. And indeed,
this is precisely why we speak of a fight and how to face our enemies,



how to really live like Kunas, forming a strong group. This is why it is
very important to love history and to study it deeply.

The Reader places the sandles on the map to represent
the humble missionary as he travels to meet all cultures.
Silent meditation.

Reader 2. To be a missionary in Kuna Yala today means being the
eyes and ears of the Congregation and the Church: to be seen to
listen to that Word that God has directed for centuries, as the Kuna
people have resisted persistent aggressive forces. It demands that we
remain silent and listen to the silenced word of this culture. It demands
contemplation and warm silence, that we may discover the actions of
the Spirit, who blows as he wants and where he wants. {Jn.3,8} We
are missionaries in Kuna Yala to declare the Kingdom, and to offer to
the Christian Catholicity the treasure and the wisdom of the knowledge
of God of his eastern people.

Leader: Let us pray to the Lord, Father and Mother
of the American-Indian people.

) Father and Mother of the world, the sun and the
moon.
Father and good Mother, giver of the sky
and the Earth,

that you reunite for us here
from where it leaves the sun,
to where it is hidden,

from the place of dignity

to the place of purification.

You, who have planted us on this Earth,
dispersed us and seen us grow,
help us also to bloom,
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that our fragrance may be offered
to another possible world.

We are builders of peace and justice,
according to the words of our

Grandfathers and Grandmothers.

We are sons and daughters of the earth,
with the painted face and the sacred dance.

We turn our faces towards the wind
and it blows the live coals

in the fire of our identity.

And the heart of the earth,

frozen by the passage of the cold night,
is illuminated and glows with the

red colour of the new dawn.

We want to weave our words together

and mix the colours and the force of our voices,
so we can shout, we are in the centre of the world,
that we may be left here always.

%
And with all our different languages, %t
we can speak to you in thousands of ways é 4,(".{
and in a plurality of hearts: X \‘
of your Son, the Way, Truth and Life: iﬁ% 'Ig%' )
the human face of God, 2? G G

the Divine face of man.

Reader 3: Man came upon Mother Earth. Man stayed with her. Man
came to defend Mother Earth, to take care of her, to maintain her, to
serve her and to make her productive.

{Story of Ibeler and his brothers}
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| will pour my Spirit on any mortal. Your sons and your daughters will
be prophets, the old will be sleepy and the young will see visions.
Henceforth upon all servants | will pour my Spirit for all days. {Joel 3,1-
2}

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Leader: Let us pray to the Lord, actively presenting the history of the
people saying:

R: Send us Lord, your Spirit on the Earth

e So that all missionaries sent by the Lord to the indigenous
people know how to discover their seeds and their fruits,
controlled through the centuries by God. R

e So that all the Earth's peoples and cultures look for
recognition and dialogue. R

e So that all the struggles and vindications of the original towns
will remind us to continue questioning and encouraging our
Christian commitment. R

e So that the abundant life announced by Jesus is made
possible amidst the spoiled and harassed towns that
underwent the migration, the discrimination, the hunger and
the violence. R

e To all the Church so that it becomes a house of communion
and solidarity. Earth, salt and light. R

Leader: Let us pray to the Father of all our towns saying:
Our Father.....
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Leader: Let us greet Mary, Our Lady of
America.

4

1

1

4

{1 Virgin of Hope, Mother of all poor men

i Lady to whom they all wander, hear our prayer.
) 41 Today we pray for Latin America
U

the continent that you visit with the barefooted
offering to them the wealth of the boy who you
hold tightly in your arms.

A fragile boy, who gives us strength,

A poor boy who makes us rich,

An enslaved boy who sets us free.

Virgin of Hope, awaken America.
Its hills shadow the light of new morning
The day of salvation is already approaching.

Lady to whom we all wander :

we are the people of God in Latin America,
we are the Church moving towards Passover.
Our Lady of America

brighten our hope,

lighten our poverty,

travel with us towards the Father. Amen

Leader: Final Blessing.

Appropriate Final Song/Hymn
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